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Crarbst IOCBSIIIICHA HU3YUYCHUIO SIBJICHUS HEYETKOW HOMUHAIIWU JIAIIA TOCPEACTBOM S3bIKOBBIX €AWHUIL
JICKCUYECKOI'0 YpPOBHA. PaCCManI/IBaIOTCSI JIEKCUKO-CEMaHTHYECKHE 0COOEHHOCTH yHOTpeGJ’IeHI/IH HUMEH Cylie-
CTBUTCJIBHBIX CO 3HAYCHUCM «pf{l[OBOﬁ TpaXXaaHun» U «HEW3BECTHBI» Ha Marepuralie KOpnyCHbIX JaHHBIX 6pI/I-
TAaHCKOI'0O 1 aMEPUKAaHCKOI'0 BapruaHTOB AHTJTUHCKOTO sI3BIKA.
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BBEJEHUE

WHoraa B mpouecce pedn TOBOPALIMNA MOXKET CTOJIKHYTHCSI ¢ HEBO3MOKHOCTBIO TOU-
HO Ha3BaTh OOBEKT WM SIBICHUE U HEOOXOAMMOCTHIO OCYIIECTBUTH €r0 HEYETKYI0 HOMU-
Hauuto. Takast npoGiaeMHasi CUTyallus MOXKET BO3HUKHYTh, €CJIM TOBOPSLIUNA HCIIBITHIBAET
BpPEMEHHBIE 3aTPYIHEHUS MPHU MOA00pPE MOAXOASIIEIO CIOBA MM €r0 MCIOJIb30BAaHHE I10
KaKOW-TO TIPUYMHE HEeXeIaTeNbHO. B 3TOM ciyyae roBOpAIINi MOXKET MPHOETHYTH K JIEK-
CHYECKUM, CHHTAaKCUYECKUM M MPOCOAMYECKHUM CPECTBAM HEUETKOM HOMHHALIUU C LENBIO
YCTENTHOTO 3aBEPIIEHUS] KOMMYHUKAaTHBHOTO aKTa.

Lenb1o 1aHHOM CTaTbU SABISIETCA UCCIIEA0BAaHUE CEMAaHTHUUECKHUX U JIMHIBOKYJIBTYp-
HBIX 0COOCHHOCTEW MPUMEHEHHUS] NMEH CYIIECTBUTEIbHBIX ISl HEYETKOTO HAaMMEHOBAHUS
nuna B OpUTAHCKOM M aMEPUKaHCKOM BapHaHTaX aHIIMMCKOTO SI3bIKA.

[IpoGnema HeUeTKOM HOMUHAIIMY U CPECTB €€ BhIPaKEHUS MOJIydnyIa OCBEIICHNE B
padorax T. M. Ilpuctunckoii, C. B. Monoso#, E. C. bouaposoii, H. H. Bonapipesa. Haubo-
Jiee UccleIoBaHHON 00J1acThI0 TPUOIN3UTETFHON HOMUHAIIMY BBICTYNIAET KOJIMYECTBEHHAS
anMpOKCUMALHs, B TO BPEeMS KaK HeUeTKass HOMUHALKS JIMLA OCTAeTCsl HEAOCTAaTOYHO U3Y-
YEHHOH, B YeM U COCTOHT aKTYaJbHOCTH JaHHOU paboThHI.

Merononornueckoii OCHOBOH HCCIIEIOBAHU CTajla COBOKYITHOCTb MeTO/I0B KOPITyC-
HOI'0, KOHTEKCTHOI'0, CEMAHTHUECKOI'0 U 3TUMOJIOTHYECKOT0 aHaJIN3a.

OCHOBHAS YACTb

B. U. Tlonnecckas oTMeEYaeT, 4To, IPUMEHSS CPE/ICTBA HEUETKONH HOMUHAIIUH, FTOBO-
PAMIMNA MOXKET ClIeIoBaTh CTPATETUU 3aMELeHHs WM CTPAaTETnu coBMeleHus. Crparerus
3aMeIIeHNs COCTOUT B HCIOJB30BAHUN 0OJiee pa3sMBITOTO MM OOOOIIEHHOTO BBIPAKEHUS
BMECTO TOYHOTO HamMeHoBaHUs. CTpaTerusl 3aMelleHHUsl MPEAIoyaraeT HMCIOJIb30BaHUE
MapKepa COBMECTHO C IpreMiieMol popMoii UMEHOBAHUS C IIETBI0 COOOIINUTH CIYIIATENIO O
HETIOJIHOM COBIAJeHNH pedepeHInaNbHbIX 3HaueHui [ 1, ¢. 27].

Joanna Channel B pabore «Vague Language» Ha3blBaeT MapKepbl IEPBOTO THUIIA
‘placeholders’ [2, c. 164]. B pyccKosI3bIYHOM ClIEMaIM3UPOBAHHON IUTEpaType HET YCTOSAB-
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IIeToCs aHAJIOTa JIUIsl TAHHOTO TePMHHA U MBI, Beaen 3a B. W. [oanecckoii, Oyziem Ha3bIBaTh
UX MapKepaMH-3aMeCTUTEISIMH.

Mapxkepsi-3aMecTUTeNnu Yaie (YHKIHOHUPYIOT KaKk WMEHa CYIIeCTBHTEIbHBIE U
UCTIOJNIB3YIOTCS /ISl HAMMEHOBAHUS JIIOZICH, NMPEIMETOB MaTepHalbHOTO MHUPA, KUBOTHBIX,
reorpauaecKkux 00bEKTOB, OPraHU3AIIH.

JlaHHas cTaThs MOCBAIICHA H3yUYEHHIO MapKEPOB-3aMECTHTEIICH, TIPUMEHSIEMBIX JIJISI
0003HaueHHs YenoBeka. [[pumMephl coueTaeMoCTH UCCIeyeMbIX HOMHHAIIUH TIPUBOJISTCS C
oropoii Ha gaHHble Kopryca cOBpeMEeHHOT0 aMEepHKaHCKOTO BapHaHTa aHIIIMHCKOTO SI3bIKa
(Corpus of Contemporary American English) [3] u bputanckoro HanmoHaIEHOTO KOpITyca
(British National Corpus) [4].

B anmmiickoM sI3bIKE CYIIECTBYET DSl aHTPOIIOHHMOB, KOTOpPBIE yYTPATHIIN CBOIO
NEPBUYHYIO COOTHECEHHOCTD C €TUHUYHBIM KOHKPETHBIM 00BbEKTOM U (DYHKIIMOHUPYIOT KaKk
MapKephI-3aMeCcTHTeNHN, HapuMep, Joe Doe, Tommy Atkins, John Smith u mp.

John Doe — nums, ucnonpzyemMoe B aMEPUKAHCKOM U KAHAJCKOU IOPUAMYECKON CH-
cTeme Uit 0003HaYEHUS JTUIA MY>KCKOTO TI0JIa, b€ HACTOSIIIee MM HEN3BECTHO FUTH TI0 Ka-
KOW-TO IPUUMHE HE JOJDKHO pasramarbcs. Takoe MpuMeHeHne UMEHH BOCXOJUT KOPHIMU
K aHTIHICKOH cynebHo cucteme 17 Beka. [lomaBast HCk 0 BOCCTAHOBIICHUH HAPYIICHHOTO
BJIJICHUS] HEABMKMMOCTBIO, 3¢MJICBIIAAEIIbIIbI HCTIOJIB30BAIHN BEIMBIIUICHHBIC IMEHA UCTLA
u orBetunka — John Doe u Richard Roe. B xome pa3duparenbcTBa ¢y ycTaHaBIUBAJ MPABO
COOCTBEHHOCTH M MPUXOJMI K BBIBOIY, UYTO HU OJHA U3 CTOPOH HE MMEET MpaB Ha CIIOPHOE
3eMJIeBIIaJICHHE, IIOCKOJIbKY OHO MPUHAICKHUT TPETHEMY JIUILY, TOMY JICHIUTOPY, KOTOPBIH
1 TIOZ1aJT UCK.

B nacrosiiiee Bpemst umsi John Doe, ero sxkBUBaieHThI JJ1s JIUI KEHCKOTO 110J1a U
HecoBepleHHoNeTHUX — Jane Doe, Jonie Doe n Janie Doe, ucnons3yrorcss HE TOJIBKO B
Marepuanax cyAeOHBIX JIell BMECTO UMEH MOCTPA/IaBIINX, €CIIH OHU XOTST H30eKaTh Ora-
CKH{, HO W TIpH BBIJIade Op/iepa Ha apecT MOI03pPEeBaeMOT0, Ybe UMSI HEyCTaHOBIEHHO: The
plaintiff, John Doe, says in the suit that he was unfairly suspended for two years because
the one night of sexual activity in question was consensual and at Jane Doe's invitation [5].

On# Tarxke MOoNyYnId IPUMEHEHHE B 0oJiee IMPOKOM KOHTEKCTE /Ui 0003HAUCHHS
T000T0 AHOHUMHOTO WJIM HEW3BECTHOTO JINIIA, HAITPUMeED, U 0003HaYSHHS HEOTTO3HAHHO-
ro TeJia MM NalyeHTa, YCTAHOBHUTH JIMYHOCTh KOTOPOTO HE MPECTaBISICTCS BO3MOKHBIM:
1 knew the patient only as John Doe, the assigned name for anyone who came in the ER
without an established identity [3]. The unidentified body ended up in a Tampa cemetery—in
the Potter's field section, in an unmarked grave known only as Jane Doe 82120 [3].

[Tpu Hanuyuu B cyieOHOM pa3dupaTenbCTBE IBYX aHOHUMHBIX CTOPOH, YTOOBI N30e-
JKaTh Iy TaHUIIBI, UCTIONB3YIOT hamiumu Doe u Roe, nanpumep, John Doe v. Jane Roe. Ecin
CTOpPOH OOJbIIE ABYX, X MOTYT POCTO HyMEPOBATh MJIM UCTIOJIB30BaTh CO3BYYHbBIC HMEHA,
Hanpumep, John Doe No.l, John Doe No.2, John Doe No.3 nwm John Doe, Richard Roe,
Peter Poe, Mary Moe w T.1.: John Doe No. 2, of course, was the second person who the FBI
were looking for in the aftermath of the bombing [3].

CornacHo cioBapHOMY omnpeneneHuto, John Doe Taxke o3HauaeT 0OBIYHOTO YeJI0Be-
Ka, pAA0BOTrO OObIBaTens. M3yuuB KOpIycHbIE JaHHbBIE, MBI TIPUIIUTA K BBIBOMY, YTO YacCTOT-
HOCTB UCTIOJIb30BaHUSI JAHHOH eTMHHIIBI B BBIIIIEHA3BAaHHOM 3HAUYEHUH Masta. bornee yacto ais
0003HaYeHHUST 0OBIYHOTO YEJIOBEKa B AMEPHKAHCKOM BapHaHTE aHIIMHACKOTO SI3bIKa TPUMEHSI-
IOTCS TaKue JeKkcndeckue ennHuIbl, kak John (Jane) Q. Public, Average Joe (Joe Average)
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u Joe Blow. B crarbe, o3arnaBnennoit « How do you compare with the average American?y,
aBTOp CTIpaIWBacT YUTaATeIs: « Want to take a peek into the wallets, bank accounts, credit
card bills and brokerage statements of Average Joe and Jane Q. Public?» [0]

John Q. Public ucnons3yercs 11 HAUMEHOBAHUS TUITUYHOTO TPEIACTABUTENS 00-
1IecTBa, HOCUTENS O0IIECTBEHHOTO MHEHHS, a TAK)KE BCEr0 aMEPUKAHCKOT0 00IIECTBa B Lie-
noMm: In the meantime, they [Hollywood script writers] seem to rely on guns, knives, violent
fights, crude language and computer-generated explosions to make up most of todays
scripts. The end result is that too much of John Q. Public has been desensitized to violence
[3]. «But we are the American people. We are John Q. Public, so to speak» — roBopuT Temne-
BEAYIIHN B yTPEHHEM TeleBU3HOHHOM 1m0y Good Morning, America [3].

John Q. Public «poauncs» B 1922 roxy. Ero npugyman kapukarypuct Yukaro Jlei-
mu Heroz Bon Ulymeiikep (Vaughn Shoemaker), 4To0Obl BBICMESTH TO, KaK «HAJIOTH U HE-
JTAIeKVe YMHOBHUKWY YCIOKHSIOT JKU3Hb OOBIYHOTO aMepukanma. B 50-e romer John Q.
Public nosiBuiicst Ha crpanunax razersl OKIaxoMmaH, TONYyYUB (ETPOBYIO IIUISAITY, OUYKH U
ycbl Onaroaps apyromy kapukarypucty, Jpxkumy Jlenmky (Jim Lange), ¥ OTHIIETBOPHB CO-
00l «OOBIYHOTO TPAKAAHNHA, KOTOPBI CHITUTCS OHSTH MMOJTUTUYSCKHE MaHEBPHI CHITBHBIX
Mmupa ceroy [7].

[Tpu ananm3e KOPIYCHBIX TaHHBIX OBLIO BHISIBICHO, 4TO BEIpakeHHe John Q. Public
YacTO HCIONb3YeTCS B KOHTEKCTE B3aMMOJCHCTBUS TPAXKIAHWHA C TOCYIAPCTBCHHBIMU U
KOMMEPUECKUMH CTPYKTYPaMH, HalpuMep, B POJIM HAJIOTOILIATENbINNKA, U HEPEIKO HECeT
KOHHOTAaINIO0 «(pHHAHCOBBIE TATOTH, «0OMaHyTOCTE»: DeSano and others view the NYSE
as a kind of Tammany Hall, a clubby operation that generates mountains of money for its
members and employees at the expense of John Q. Public [8]. Worst of all, the proponents of
these measures have succeeded in fooling John Q. Public once again into believing that this
tax will solve the transportation problem when in reality a good portion of the money will be
going to education (teachers’salaries) and elsewhere |9, c. A22]. The Cuomo administration
has to decide, will the Department of Insurance stand up for the little guy, John Q. Public,
or let the insurance companies get away with this nonsense?[10, c. 1].

CymiecTByeT psii BAPHAHTOB JIAHHOW JIEKCHYECKOW EIUHHMIIBI, TTOCTPOCHHBIX 10
ToMy ke oOpasiy — Joe Q. Public, Jane Q. Public, John (Joe, Jane) Q. Citizen, John
(Joe, Jane) Q. Taxpayer, John (Joe, Jane) Q. Voter — KOTOpbIE YKa3bIBAIOT Ha OTAEIBHEIC
ACTIEKTHI JKU3HHM YeJIOBeKa Kak ujeHa oluiecTBa (Tpa)<IaHUH, HAJIOTOIUIATEIbIINK, H30U-
parenb): There are fewer column inches and fewer minutes on the nightly news related to
environmental issues. And John Q. Citizen, in order to be responsibly engaged in civic
decision-making, needs that kind of information or the environment will lose [11, c. 22].
Bornee HU3Kast 4aCTOTHOCTh MPOU3BOAHBIX SAMHUIL IO CPABHEHUIO C YACTOTHOCTHIO UCTIOJb-
3oBanus John Q. Public cBi3aHa ¢ TeM, YTO UCXOAHOE BBIpaKEHHE CIIOCOOHO Tepe1aBaTh
BBINICHA3BAHHbBIC 3HAYCHHSI B COOTBETCTBYIOIIEM KOHTEKCTE.

Ecnu John Q. Public accoumupyeTcsi ¢ HpaBCTBEHHOCTBIO M TBEPAOH IpaXkIaHCKOH
MO3HIIMEH, MyCTh IaXKe W BO BIIACTH HECOBEPIICHHOTO TpaBUTEIbCTBA, TO K Joe Blow ot-
HOCATCSI CO CHHCXOXJICHHEM, JKaJOCThI0 M HEKOTOPO# nonei mpe3penus. John Q. Public
00HAJIe)KNUBACT CBOCH OPJUHAPHOCTHIO, SIBISISICH AHTHITOIOM ACOIUAIBLHON JTUYHOCTH, B TO
BpeMst kak Joe Blow 3aypsiieH u siBisieT co00#l MPOTHBOIMOIOKHOCTh KOMY-TO BBIIAIOIIC-
mycsi: « We probably underestimated the impact of celebrity on the jury,» he says. «Anybody
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would tell you that if this had been Joe Blow, the jury would have been back in four hours
with a guilty verdicty [12, c. 58]. Whether the problem is infidelity, gambling or not enough
intimacy, it comes down to communication, whether you are a celebrity or Joe Blow on the
corner [13, c. 116].

ComracHO CIIOBapHOMY OMPEIIEIIEHHUIO, CIIOBO Joe 03HaYaeT «MYKUHMHA», KIIAPESHbY,
TO €CTh MEPENLIO B pa3psiJi HAPUIATEIbHBIX IMEH CYIIECTBUTENbHBIX. J[aHHOE JINYHOE UM
4acTO HCIOIBb3yeTCs B 3HAYCHHUH «PSAOBOM T'pa)kIaHUH» B COUYETAHUH C TpUIIaraTeIbHBIM
average B TIPETIO3UIMH WJIA TIOCTIO3MUIUK, MPUYEM 00a CJI0Ba MOTYT ITUCATHCS KaK C 3a-
IJIaBHOM, TaK M CO CTPOUYHOI OYKBBI: But as the top Republican on the Senate Intelligence
Committee, he is privy to more information than the average Joe, as well as the average
senator, and says he is making the right call for the country [14, c. 1A]. Though lawyers do
get paid more than the Average Joe [15, c. 20]. «I don t think I have a snowball’s chance. I'm
Joe Average. I'm a mechanic, not a politician,» Eagan said [16, c. B-03].

AHTpONOHUM Joe BBICTYIAeT CTEP’KHEBBIM KOMIIOHEHTOM HECKOJIBKUX CAMHUIL CO
3HaYCHUEM «OOBIUHEIHN "emoBek»: Joe Sixpack, Joe Lunchbucket, Joe Schmo, Joe Zilch.
[Ipeamnoceuikoii K 3TOMY SBHICSA TOT GaxT, YTo UM Joseph 1 ero yMeHbLIUTEIbHas popMa
Joe ¢ 20-x o 70-e rogsr XX BeKka yACpKUBAJIO MIO3HUITAH B IECATKE CAMBIX ITOYIISIPHBIX MYXK-
ckux umeH B Coequnennsix llItarax. Joe Sixpack u Joe Lunchbucket o3nauarot uenosexa
pabodeil mpodeccun, MpuHAMIIEKAIIETo, cortacHo npuHaToi B CIIIA commanbHO# cTpaTn-
¢ukanmu, K HU3IEMY cpenHeMy win Hu3memy kinaccy (lower middle or lower class): Think
of Joe Sixpack with a hard hat and lunch bucket, sleeves rolled up, going off to fix America
[17, c. DO1]. OHu moKynaroT NMBO, CTEPEOTUITHBINA HAMUTOK Padoyero kiacca, ynakoBKaMH
10 1IeCTh 0aHOK (sixpack) u 6epyT ¢ coboi Ha paboTy 00en B koHTelHepax (lunch bucket).
Kak u Joe Blow, oHU IPOTHBOIIOCTABIIEHBI OOTAaThIM, 3HAMEHUTHIM U TAJIAHTIUBBIM. B pe-
LICH3WHU Ha KHUTY 110J] Ha3BaHueM « Creating Minds: An Anatomy of Creativity Seen Through
the Lives of Freud, Einstein, Picasso, Stravinsky, Eliot, Graham, and Ghandi» aBTop coo0-
maert, uto «For all who have wondered how great artists, writers, musicians, scientists, and
other extremely creative people differ from Joe Lunchbucket and Jack Sixpack, from Sally
Soap-opera and Tina Talkshow, Creating Minds is illuminating» [18, c. 42].

Orumonorus gpas Joe Schmo (u1 ero opdorpaduueckux BapuantoB Joe Schmoe
u Joe Shmo) u Joe Zilch nHesicha. [1o oqHON U3 BepcwHid, CJI0OBO sc/hmo ObLIO 3aMMCTBOBA-
HO aMEepPUKaHCKHAM CJICHTOM W3 SI3bIKa WIWII U 03HAYaeT TIIYTOTo, Ha/I0OSIIIMBOTO YelIOBeKa
[19, c. 132]. 3nauenue cioBa zilch («HOJbY, KHUYTOY», «HUYTOKHBIN YEIOBEK» ), BEPOSTHO,
CBSI3aHO C KapWKaTYpHBIM IepcoHakeM 1o uMeHn Mr. Zilch, koTopblif mosBuics Ha cTpa-
HHIIAaX IOMOpHCTHYECKOTO XypHana Ballyhoo B 1931 roay. 13 3HaueHuii BbIIIEHA3BAHHBIX
CJIOB MOYKHO OBLJIO OBI CENIaTh BBIBOX O IMMEHOPATHBHOMN OKparmeHHocTH ¢gpa3 Joe Schmo u
Joe Zilch, onHako nipu aHanM3e JaHHBIX KOPITyca TAKOBOM HE BhIsBIICHO: And the idea is for
people — any Joe Schmo can go up and play the piano and then later those pianos will be
donated to charity [3].

B 6puTanckom BapraHTe aHTIIMHACKOTO S3bIKa aHTPOMTOHNM Joe TakKe MOXKET BBICTY-
aTh 3JIEMEHTOM (pa3, O3HAYAIOIINX «OOBIYHBIN, CPEIHECTATUCTUIECKUN YETOBEK», TAKHX
kak Joe Public u Joe Bloggs. Joe Public o3HagaeT 0011ecTBO METMKOM HJTH €TI0 TIPECTaBU-
teiist: |s safety being sacrificed for profit? Of course it is — at work, on the road, in the air, at
recreation, in the home. In the UK in the year to come, Joe Public will continue to pay the
price (perhaps with his life) until he is a better citizen and stands up and protests enough
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about it [4]. I'm dead easy to scare. Honest. One of my more cynical film critic friends uses
me as his personal ‘shriekometer’ to gauge how freaked out Joe Public is going to be by
some of the grizzlier horror movies we have to sit through [4].

Bripaxxenne Joe (nmu Fred) Bloggs, a Taxoke Mr Bloggs 1 Mrs Bloggs nicrionsiyet-
Cs B 3HAYCHUU «HEKTO» B MEAArOruKe, NPOrpaMMHPOBAHUH, SKOHOMHKE, KOTJIa TOBOPSLIEMY
HEOOXOJIMMO UMl JUIs TIepCoHaXKa, GUTypUPYIOLIET0 B MHCTPYKIUK WIIA TUTIOTETUYECKOH,
NpUBEICHHON B mpuMmep, cutyauuu: Suppose Mrs Bloggs is ill-treated by Mr Bloggs but
decides to put up with this situation because of the children [4]. B yueOnuke no Oyxranrep-
CKOMY yd4eTy 3ajaHue K 3anaue racut: Joe Bloggs decides to start a small import — export
business. His financial transactions during the start-up period are listed below in the first
column and are identified by capital letters. Place a sheet of paper across the page under
row A and post the transaction in the second column as described in Chapter 3 [4]. B aTom
e koHTekcTe Bloggs mcronb3yercs it CO3/1aHusl Ha3BaHUN BBHIMBIIIICHHBIX KOMITAHHIHA,
nanpumep Joe Bloggs and Company, Bloggs International u T.11.: Names of imaginary
companies called Bloggs & Co, and discussions of VAT returns and ledger cards left him
panicking, loosening his tie and fidgeting [4].

[TomMrMoO BbIIIEHa3BaHHBIX AHTPOIIOHUMOB, JJIs1 0003HAYEHHSI PSAOBOIO aHIIINYa-
HUHA UCTIONB3YeTCs (Pppazeoorndeckuii 00opoT the man on the Clapham omnibus: Not
riveting stuff, but at least understandable to, you know, the man on the Clapham omnibus,
and it probably tells him enough to say to his, his child, you know, for heaven's sake take
that Sony Walkman off [4]. llpumeuarenbHo, 4YTO AaHHas (pasza 4acToO aCCOLUUPYETCS C
pasyMHBIM, 3IPAaBOMBICIISAIINM YEIIOBEKOM, U3 YETrO0 MOXKHO CJIENaTh BBIBOJI, YTO CIOCO0-
HOCTh PacCyKIaTh 3/[paBO pacCMaTPUBACTCS KaK XapaKTepHas 4epTa THIIMYHOTO aHTJIHYa-
Huna: How are those concerned with the law to ascertain society'’s moral judgements? In
answer, he uses the idea of the ‘right-minded man’, the ‘reasonable man’ or ‘the man on
the Clapham omnibus’[4].

®paza npuMeHseTcsl B aHIIMHCKOH IOPUAMYECKOM CHCTeMe, HalpuMep, MPH pac-
CMOTPEHHH JIEJ O XaJIATHOCTU B YaCTH TPAXKIAHCKOTO UCKa. J[eHcTBUS MON3alIUTHOTO CO-
U3MEPSIIOT C TEM, YTO MPEINPUHsIT ObI TI000H 3ApaBOMBICISIINE YesoBek, the man on the
Clapham omnibus, B mo00HO0# cuTyanwu, 1 TaKUM 00pa30M YCTaHABINBAIOT BUHOBHOCTh
WJIN HEBUHOBHOCTH OOBHHSEMOTO.
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ENGLISH NOUNS AS LEXICAL MEANS OF VAGUE REFERENCE
Beloventseva M. V.

Foreign Philology Institute, Taurida Academy, V. I. Vernadsky Crimean Federal University, Sim-
feropol, Crimea, Russian Federation
E-mail: krum2003@mail.ru

Sometimes the speaker may be faced with impossibility of precise identification of an object or a
phenomenon and a need for vague reference to it. The issue might occur if the speaker experiences temporary
difficulties while selecting an appropriate word or its usage is undesirable for some reason. If the case occurs, the
speaker may apply lexical, syntactic and prosodic means of vague reference.
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AHITIMACKWUE UMEHA CYLECTBUTEIbHbIE
KAK JIEKCUWYECKOE CPEACTBO HEYETKOW HOMUHALINUN

The article is devoted to studying the phenomenon of vague reference to a person by virtue of lexical
units. It aims at studying lexico-semantic and linguocultural peculiarities of usage of nouns denoting “an ordi-
nary person” and an “unidentified person” as exemplified in British English and American English corpora.

A number of English anthroponyms have lost their original reference to a particular object and func-
tion as placeholders. John Doe is a placeholder name used in American law to signify a male whose identity is
unknown or should not be revealed. Apart from being used in court case documents for the names of plaintiffs
who intend to avoid publicity and in arrest warrants, it is also used in a wider context to denote any anonymous
person, for example, an unidentified body or patient.

American English possesses a wide range of lexical units which denote an ordinary person. John Q.
Public is used to refer to a typical representative of the society, a bearer of public opinion, as well as the American
society as a whole. John Q. Public is often used in the context of dealing with various government and commer-
cial institutions and connotes financial difficulties and being deceived by them. A number of variants of the given
lexical unit follow a similar pattern and emphasize particular aspects of a person’s social life — John Q. Citizen,
John Q. Taxpayer, John Q. Voter.

While John Q. Public is associated with moral values, righteousness and citizenship, though under
imperfect government, Joe Blow is treated with condescension and mild contempt. Ordinariness of John Q.
Public is reassuring as opposed to antisocial behaviour, whereas Joe Blow is ordinary as opposed to somebody
prominent.

Personal name Joe has acquired the meaning of “fellow, guy” and become a common noun. It frequent-
ly collocates with the adjective average to mean “an ordinary person”. The adjective can both precede and follow
the noun and both words can be spelled with initial upper or lower case letters.

Anthroponym Joe acts as the keyword of several units denoting an ordinary person. Joe Sixpack and
Joe Lunchbucket refer to a manual worker who belongs to lower middle or lower class. They buy beer, stereotyp-
ical drink of working class, in six-can packages, and bring their lunch to work. As well as Joe Blow, they are the
opposite of the wealthy, the talented and the famous.

In British English Joe Public stands for the society as a whole or its representative. Joe Bloggs, as
well as Mr. Bloggs and Mrs. Bloggs, indicates “somebody” in teaching, programming and economics, when the
speaker requires a name for an imaginary character featured in instructions or a hypothetical situation. In the
same context Bloggs may function as a constituent of imaginary company names, ¢.g. Joe Bloggs and Company,
Bloggs International, Bloggs &Co.

The meaning “an average Englishman” can be conveyed by the idiom “the man on the Clapham om-
nibus”. It should be noted that the phrase is associated with a reasonable, sensible person, which implies that
the quality is deemed a characteristic feature of a typical Englishman. The phrase is applied in English law, for
example, in negligence cases. The actions the defendant took are measured against what any reasonable person,
the man on the Clapham omnibus, would have taken under the circumstances, thus determining whether the
defendant is guilty.

In conclusion it should be said that the English language possesses a wide variety of means of vague
reference to an ordinary or unidentified person. Functioning of these units differs in British and American nation-
al varieties of English. The characteristic feature of studied placeholders is evident socio-evaluative and cultural
connotation.

Keywords: vague reference, nouns, placeholder, corpus.
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